Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: (#147:1,2,4,6) 
Bro & Sis: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator & Sustainer of all Things & Savior of those who trust in Him! Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
We have the opportunity to WORSHIP GOD! What does that look like? 
Psalm #98B is all about singing a joyful Song “Unto God our Saviour” Then describes God’s goodness, let that affect you! AND Lead to joy as you sing!

Please remain standing to profess faith… from Heidelberg Catechism HC LD 23 Q&A 60-61
I read #59 …We will profess our faith using HC LD 23 Q&A 60-61 pg.31 & 32 Forms and Confs  Please be seated
We are looking at God’s message of reconciliation... Our salvation by Christ alone! And so, there are few songs more fitting for us at this point, than #216 “In Christ alone” 

We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer – Prayer…
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 A passage which explains the depth of Christ’s work FOR us!
If God has given HIS own Son to redeem & purchase you back from slavery to sin and death... everything you are & everything you have rightly belongs to HIM! WE are stewards for God! So, let us respond to His grace, by generously giving to support God’s kingdom work through His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep: Song #218 “I will sing of my Redeemer”

Sermon Text: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 (17-21) Sermon Title: LD 23: A Great Trade
Let us now sing a song of Response Dwelling on God’s saving power –#204 “Oh, the mercy of God”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen 
Doxology: #527 “Praise Ye the Lord”
Evening Sermon: “A Great Trade!”



Heidelberg  #24
Text:  2 Corinthians 5:11-21 (focus 17-21)
Reading:  LD23 - Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Introduction:
 Children, have you ever traded things with a friend or with your brother or sister? Maybe you traded marbles, toy cars, lego figurines or some other toy. Sometimes parents have to keep an eye on children trading toys, because you older ones start making trades that aren’t fair! I have heard of some children trading their broken toy for their little brother’s toy which worked! That is horrible – Hate that! What I love though, is when I hear or see an older child looking out for their little brother or sister… when they drop their chocolate or break their toy, and the older one says, “Here, take mine.” I love it! I love it when people sacrifice to help one another, Trading your good for another person’s broken… I love it, because it reminds me of our Heavenly Father, and the AWESOME trade that He has given us in Christ!

God hasn’t traded something broken for something good – No, He gave His perfect Son that we who were broken might be made whole! HE traded our sin, for the perfection and righteousness of Jesus Christ! What a glorious trade – an unspeakably merciful and gracious trade! The only trade that provides life & salvation for sinners!
(Review) When we were last in our Heidelberg series, we looked at the doctrines of the Resurrection and Eternal Life from 1 Corinthians 15. We saw that far from being useless doctrines, they are vital aspects to our daily practical life as believers! Without the miracle of the resurrection, your faith and mine is useless! Without the hope of eternal life, our lives as believers are pointless! Without these 2 truths, Christians are nothing more than people to be pitied as they sacrifice and serve for nothing. But these truths are true! The resurrection of Jesus Christ is real, and it is a proof of your future resurrection unto glory and eternal life! And those glorious truths enable and inspire you and me to live for Christ in sacrificial and generous ways – that God might be exalted in and by His people!


So, how do we live such sacrificial generous lives? If you want to change the way you live, you need to keep your eternal reward in mind, but you also need to remember who and what you ARE… If you have put your faith in Christ, you are a New Creation, ALREADY! And that leads us to our theme for this evening: 



By Faith in Christ, God remakes you by replacing you with Jesus!

              Now, that is kind confusing/mysterious statement, but as we dig into this, you will learn how God remakes you – turns you into a new creature, by replacing your sin (all of you) with the obedience of Jesus Christ! By faith in Christ, God remakes you by replacing you w/Jesus.
  We will explore that under 3 headings:
 
Which will not be in order from the text!
I. Recreated and Reconciled
II. Reconciled by Replacement
III. Replaced to Reconcile 
Let’s begin with:

I. Recreated and Reconciled      
(REPEAT)
Our text begins in vs.17,  where Paul explains that if someone is in Christ, they are a new creature. The old man of sin has passed away, BEHOLD the new has come!


Now, that is a dramatic statement! Because Paul doesn’t say, that if you trust in Christ you might be made into a new Creature. He doesn’t say that if you repent and believe in Christ that you will ONE day be made into a New Creature. NO! He says, if you are IN CHRIST – you ARE NEW! You have Already been made NEW! 

The Old man of sin is dead and gone, and the new man, created to be like God in True righteousness and holiness is HERE! And I love that Paul throws in that world “Behold.” It is a wonder word, like WOW! Awesome… it is meant to GRAB you by the shirt and make you listen! BEHOLD, the NEW HAS already COME!



If you have repented of your sin – which means that you have turned from trusting in yourself and your own way of life (YOU CAN’T), and you have turned instead to trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior – then you have been changed dramatically! You are no longer a sinner, but a Saint and a child of God! 
Paul goes on in vs.18 to explain that ALL THIS IS FROM GOD… READ 18-19
 First off, Children, do you all know what I mean by reconciled? That is the word to say that you have become friends with someone again after a fight. If you hit you brother in the face, and then later, you told him that you were sorry and asked for his forgiveness – once he forgives you, you have been reconciled, Reconnected. You are friends again and there should be no more fight/conflict between you (not always easy to live out though).

We are new Creatures, because God has reconciled/reconnected us to Himself. What was broken in the Garden of Eden, and what you and I try to break every day with our sin – is healed and reconnected by God in Christ. And Paul puts that in such a powerful way – because the way you speak about reconciliation (making peace with someone) explains a lot about who was at fault. 
If I said that two old friends were reconciled after a fight – that is worded in a neutral way – neither friend was more/less at fault. But if I said that I came to be reconciled to you, there is an implication that I was the one that had done something wrong. And that was the case between us and God – God reconciled sinners to Himself in Christ, because we were the ones who had rebelled against Him, and we needed to be brought back to Him in peace! And yet, even though God was the innocent party in this conflict, HE DID the Sacrificing to bring that peace!
That is why it is so Godly and right for you to take the first steps to make peace with others when there is a broken relationship! At work, at home, with bro/sis or with people at church or school … when there is a conflict, it should ALWAYS be you as the Christian who goes first to make matters right, take the risk, stick out your neck to bring peace – because that is the basics of imitating Christ! The grace you have received you should offer to others!

God did this for us in Christ – specifically, vs. 19 explains what God did to reconcile us, and thereby to recreate us… He did not count the sins of the world against us, but instead sent a message of reconciliation. 


So, picture this. Every person who has ever lived is guilty of sinning against God’s Law. Everyone who was ever conceived deserved death, both physical death and Eternal death in Hell – because of our sin! And yet, the way to have peace with God, begins by God NOT holding our sin against us. Instead, He gives us this message of reconciliation.
 THAT must be pretty powerful… SO, What is this message of peace/reconnecting?
That brings us to our Second Point
II. Reconciled by Replacement        (REPEAT)
What is this message of reconciliation? IT is none other than the MAIN message of the Church, the Gospel! This is the Good News: that sinners who deserve Hell can make peace with God thru the saving work of Jesus!
 Skip down to vs.21 - READ
Now, that can sound very confusing at first, and so we need to break this down to make sure we understand it … God the Father has given us this message of reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and the message is explained here in this verse: I will define the various parts of the verse, and then I will put them all together:
He – that is, God the Father

Made Him – that is Jesus Christ – or God the Son

who knew no sin  - The Perfect Son of God was born without sin, because of the virgin birth – Human by his mother Mary, Divine by the Holy Spirit – Jesus was flawless and perfect from the moment of his conception!
And YET… God MAD HIM to be sin – Jesus was covered in our sin, treated as sinful, even tho He never sinned!

On our behalf – for the sake of sinners who trust in Christ (all Christians you might say)

so that we might become the righteousness of God – God did all this so that we who HAVE sinned, but who have trusted in Christ might be covered and treated as if we had never sinned – as if we has been as Righteous and Perfect in obedience as Jesus! 

And all that is only possible: In Him - in Christ – so this exchange of sin for righteousness only comes to you and me by faith/trusting in Christ
So, let’s put all that together: this is the explained version of vs.21: 

For the Sake of every sinner who believes, God the Father made Jesus Christ be covered in their sin, even though Jesus had never sinned, so that by trusting in Jesus, we who believe might be covered/recreated into the perfect righteousness/obedience of Jesus Christ!

THAT IS THE MOST GLORIOUS TRADE EVER! God trades your sin which deserves ETERNAL Hell and Wrath and Death… for the PERFECT obedience of Jesus which deserves glory and eternal life! This is what Luther called the Great Exchange! Jesus lived the life you couldn’t live, and died the death you deserved to die, so that God could bring you back to Himself and make peace you who believe – having paid your debt through His own Son! 
God prophesied of this glorious truth in Isaiah 53 some 800 years before Jesus was born! Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows! He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for OUR Iniquities/sins! Upon HIM was the chastisement/the Hellish wrath that brought US PEACE!  And with His wounds we are healed! 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way – and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity/sin of us ALL! By faith, The old man of sin is placed on the Cross of Christ, and the Perfect Jesus is placed on us! BEHOLD! The New has come, and all as a gift from God!

This is exactly what we are taught in LD23 – Question 60… How are you right with God? READ #60

This New Creation – leads us to LIVE and BE Different – for it has a purpose in God’s grand design! 
Which leads us to our Third point:
III. Replaced TO Reconcile       (REPEAT)
Hopefully you noticed that theme running through these verses… that Paul argues for a purpose for God’s saving work in us… that we might have this ministry of Reconciliation (vs.18)  and again in vs.19, God has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation. 

And that message of reconciliation/peace is this: You are a sinner who is estranged/separated from God, because of your crimes against His law. But He has paid the fine, and He has sent His own Son to be your substitute and savior. If you simply turn from living life your way, and trust that Jesus lived and died for you – then you will be saved! Your sin will be placed on Christ, and Christ’s righteousness will be placed on you and you will be eternally reconciled to God!”
 And knowing that message, look at vs.20 READ
If you have never owned Jesus for yourself – then I beg you, I plead with you – DO SO NOW! Today is the day of salvation – no one is guaranteed tomorrow! Repent – turn away from living life your way – it doesn’t work! Instead Trust in God’s gift of salvation! Listen, Learn, and Believe that Jesus obeyed the law that you can’t obey.     He died and suffered the wrath of God to pay the penalty for sin – which would take you eternity in Hell to pay!

 And God now offers you that great exchange – your sin/eternity in Hell traded up for Jesus’ perfect obedience and eternity with God! I plead with you – young and old – Look to Jesus! Trust Him! Be Reconciled to God!
And if you have been reconciled – then this message is yours to share with others! 

You are ministers of reconciliation! You have this message of peace for the broken and dying world all around us! And I know what some of you will say… “But I am not good with words… I don’t know how to witness... I have already forgotten all the verses I memorized in my evangelism study classes over the years!”
But that doesn’t matter. Because witnessing is FAR more than just a few memorized words and phrases. The Core of witnessing is in remembering your own salvation! Let me prove it to you. What do you share the most with your friends? You share what is most important to you! If you are a rugby nut, you talk about rugby. If you are a cricket fanatic, you talk about cricket. If you love chess, then you talk about chess. If you love lego, then you talk about lego. If you love food, you talk about food shows. … 
Which means – IF YOU TRULY LOVE CHRIST and TRULY Appreciate this AWESOME Trade of your sin for His Perfection – then you will talk about it! And when you are talking about Christ and you appreciate talking and thinking about this AWESOME gift of salvation –then you don’t need to worry about getting all the words right! All you need to do is to love the people whom God brings into your life. You simply need to reach out to neighbors and co-workers and make friends with them. And as friends do… you will talk about that which is most dear to you – and so this message of reconciliation will come out naturally! 
Seriously – it is that simple! And I will prove it to you… Have you ever met a sports fan who was nervous to tell people that he loved the all-blacks? Maybe back in the day when they kept choking in the world cup they would have been embarrassed, but that certainly would not have kept them from talking about sport! Rubgy fans, Lego fans, Politics fans NEVER bite their nails wondering how they will word what they will say! THEY DON’T! 



Neither should YOU!
BE A Genuine Lover of Jesus Christ and Share that with others!
Because look again at vs.20 We are Ambassadors (could do a whole sermon on that but we won’t at this point…) GOD MAKES HIS APPEAL THROUGH US! 


YOU CAN relax, because the same God who saved you – without any input from you – is working in and through you to make his Gospel appeal to others! 
So… Love God! 

Love others, 
and let the message of FREE salvation in Christ, SPREAD Thru You! AMEN.
